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Year 2024

Going underwater and in the schools

Dear friends of Sulawesi Keepers, dear aguarists, conservationists, researchers, studentnature lovers...

We present to you the annual report for 2024 o the year when we have done a lot of work particularly in Lake Poso in close cooperation with
our local partner, Institut Mosintuwu. We went to schools , took schoolchildren to the lake - and the lake back to the classrooms!

We worked with an underwater drone and managed to get >40 hours of footage. We learned new things about Lake Poso and Matano. We
heard "WOOOW" from our collaborators and even school teachers - that's the best result, we got them excited about the underwater world.

We launched the Sulawesi KeepersyouTube channel , where we have the opportunity to reach a wider audience. We consider spreading
Information to be an important mission.

We have also been active in other areas, as the following pages will show youBut we are not alone , we have wonderful allies among
aquarists and organizations.

We connect aquarists, scientists, conservation organisations, and local communitiegn an effort to preventtextirioioion.
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Why Sulawesi Keepers?

The lakes and rivers of Sulawesi, an Indonesian tropical island, are famous for the diversity o§hrimps, snails,crabs,,and fishBut these

unique freshwater habitats are threatened by the continuous spread of exotic species, and we fear that some of the small

Invertebrates are probably already extinct.




Can you imagine that these fascinating animalsdisappear f r om our pl anet ? | t0s ti me to
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Our team

Our core group
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Aquarist and curator of fish, Aquarist, scout and

reptiles, amphibians and employee of the Mendel

Invertebrates in the Ostrava University in Brno, Czech

Z00, Czech Republic. Republic.
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Assoclate Professor at the (- Researcher at IPB University Naturkunde Berlin,
Department of Zoology and Bogor, Indonesia; Secretary Germany.
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Underwater exploration of Sulawesi
lakes using drone (S)

Already in 2023, thanks to the financial support of Arbedereid\Vsrkericeea irsBinWhorviedrl e 0. siel MEGAZ@D &Fneads geeaviiclses er n e
a pilot study of the lakes using an underwater drone. For 2024, we receivediunding for this activity from the European Union of Aquarium

Curators (HEWAT)so we purchased a second drone and used both devices intensively.

We shot more than 40 hours of video and captured unigue footage of rock formations, interactions of many species, and also docum ented

the depth distribution of fish and invertebrates. Local partners, students, teachers also participated in the activity:.

Both devices remained on Sulawesi for further use by our partners (one at Lake Poso, the other for the Malili Lakes arep
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Expedition Lake Poso 2024

Il n May 2024, our pr esi de nPosolhstinke@lone. Thee | | k o v 8

aim was to carry out activities within the framework of the " Biodiversity goes to

school" program, designed in collaboration with Institut Masintuwu.

A During preparatory seminars we introduced schools in the vicinity of Lake Poso to the
local freshwater biodiversity and offered the opportunity to participate in an intensive
porogram that would not only bring biodiversity to schools, but also take schools to the

lake. Many school principals, biology teachersand students showed great interest.

A Fiveselected schools participated in the program in 2024: SMP Negeri 1 PamonalBarat,
SMA Negeri 1 Pamona Barat,"SMA Negeri 1"-Pamona Utara; SMA IGKST 2 Tentena,
SMA Negeri Harmoni.

A We also invited Saiful f r o logrand amo , groap of students from Hasanuddin
University we had already met the previous year and in the meantime they had founded
the conservation organization Tarsius Sailful was with us to participate in the activities at

Lake Poso and to get inspiration for future activities at Lake Matano.

A Institut Mosintuwu provided the local organization and a great team: Lian, Bk,

Basrul, Evan,Ray Hasibuan, Nina. Thank you for these intense and fulfilling days together!



We spent the first four days exploring different: locations of Lake Posg we were joined by students and teachers from five schools.
We had snorkeling gear, photography equipment, and materials for collecting and identifying animals on site.
Eachof the selected locations was alittle different o Lake Poso I s unbeatabl e irocks&wateed0 r egar d,
takes on so many different and fascinating forms here.

This was a beautiful part of our program and we hope to take many more kids to the lake in the future!




After the field trips, we visited two schools and presented the biodiversity of Lake Poso, our activities, and also the possibilities for everyone
to get invalved imexploring andiprotectingcthis uniqueplacee. The first seminar was attended by a total of 82 students and teachers from two
schools: SMA Negeri Harmoni and SMA GKST 1 Tentend.he following day, a similar seminar was attended by 78 students and teachers
from SMA Negeri 1 Pamona Barat and SMP Negeri 1 Pamona Barat.
The program included Ma r k Rldéctaré @n the biodiversity of Lake Poso, a talk by Eko (Kurniawan P. Bandjolu) on how students can become

great discoverers and at the same time ambassadors and protectors of the lake and a discussionwith a knowledge quiz followed.
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We believe that observing an aquarium and caring for it can change the way people perceive the world. This is especially true for children! That is why,

after careful consideration together with our local partner Institut Mosintuwu, we donated an aquarium to five selected schools.Here we gratefully thank AKWB
and MEGAZOO & Friendsfor their financial support for the purchase of equipment.But of cour s e, It was not Just abo
A The children who were to take care of the aguarium later spent several dayswith ws onthe llakeand had the opportunity to gain their own experience with
the conditions that the animals require.
A These small teamsthen completed a half-day training iim aquarium care. Because we knew exactly in advance what equipment the aquarium would have and
what animals would be in it, we wrote a very specific 20-page Lake Rosoaguariumhusbandry manual
A We ceremonially handed over the aquariums during seminars in schools. Weinstalled them ourselves and later delivered selected species(strongly

recommending not to change or add animals): Caridina caeruleaand Tylomelania toradjarum.

| ~— Anstitut Mosintuwu provided continuous onsite support whenever needed. L
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Expedition Malili Lakes 2024

Il n August 2024, Mar k ®t a went to Sul awesi f
lgram. The goal of the trip was the Malili Lakes (Matano and Towuti), exploring the depths with
the underwater drone, visiting new habitats in Lake Matano and also meeting with ourr

(potential) partners. An open, respectful relationship cannot be built without personal

Interaction.

A We were again joined by Saiiful from Tarsiuswho continued to use the underwater drone. The drone

later stayed with him, so that Tarsius can use it for their own research in Sulawesi.

A After initial online communication, we met in person few members of the Spearfishing Luwu Timur

community. More about this on the next page.

A We also met representative of PT Walte the mining company from Sorowako. They were interested in
breeding shrimps and releasing them back to Lake Matano, an idea we tried to dissuade them from; the

lake is not safe for shrimps.We discussed other possible activities.

This trip was not directly supported by the EUAC funding, so large part of the expenses (including the
fl 1Tght tickets) wa tllowmaveerwasGetman ajfuarrstkC®. twda agréed not to profit
from the generosity of Sulawesi Keepeers (who paid the boat and car rentals). However, the promised
donation is still awaited, so we will not publish his name to avoid legal disputes and we will definitely

revise the rules for the participation of otherrpeoplé-amourexpeditionss.




Spearfishing in Lake Matano

We were excited to meet in Sorowako members of the local spearfishing community, who

have excellent knowledge of Lake Matano and an interest in protecting it.. \We already knew

the basics about each other beforehand, and after a polite introduction and talks about the
lake, we agreed to spend a day in the water, witnessing the extermination of invasive

flowerhorns and catfish while freediving.
That day resulted in understanding, respect, and ‘hope.

Freediving and searching for catfishor cichlids is a demanding activity. Physical fithess and
mental endurance are essential. But it brings results; during their big events, members
of Spearfishing Luwu Timurcan catch hundreds of catfish in a few hours without
causing any damage to the environment or native species. And while it may seem like

a drop in the ocean, without controlling the invasive fish population, the lake would be lost

for good much faster. These people are lbuying time.

efforts this community is making to keep hope alive for Lake Matano'!



